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Rocklands Parish Council (RPC) 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting  

7.00pm on Monday 12 May 2025 
 

Present: Philip Leslie    Chair 

Richard Harrison Vice-chair 

Amanda Jayne Buckland 

Tim Ford 

Anne Jones 

Bryan Swaddling 

Kim Austin  Clerk 

Sarah Suggitt  Breckland District Councillor 

  

Also present: 13 members of the public. 
 

The meeting was opened at 19:58  
 

1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Philip Dingle who was away on holiday and Cllr. Ed Connolly who was 

attending another meeting.  
 

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any items on the agenda 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. To approve the minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 3 March 2025 

The minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr. Harrison proposed they 

be accepted, Cllr. Swaddling seconded the proposal and councillors voted with a show of hands. The 

minutes were duly signed by the Chair, Cllr. Philip Leslie.   
 

4. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes (3 March 2025) not on the agenda. 

There were no matters arising. 
 

5. To adjourn the meeting for public participation, an opportunity for members of the public to raise 

any queries and concerns. 

Cllr. Leslie thanked everybody for attending and the meeting was adjourned at 20:01. 

Rocklands Parish website. Mention was made that the choice of text colour on the website made it 

difficult to read against the similar background colour.  The website is currently being worked on by 

Ian Scholes and he is aware of the difficulty with the colours and will be working to change this. Cllr. 

Leslie thanked Ian for the work he is doing on the website. There is a legal responsibility for the 

website to conform to various standards and Ian and Cllr. Leslie are currently looking at requirements 

and receiving quotations from government backed organisations. Actively looking at obligations. Could 

cost ~£300 for set up and then maintenance thereafter. 

Village Hall ditch. Dave Jones thanked those involved in sorting issues with the Village Hall ditch. Cllr. 

Leslie for identifying practical solutions to the issues, Cllr. Buckland for communicating with Anglian 

Water and Cllr. Harrison for convening the necessary meetings at the Village Hall. All efforts are much 

appreciated.  

Cllr. Buckland explained the stones remaining were to be used in gabions. They are here temporarily 

and will be moved if it is decided not to use them. Sand-bags cemented in place might be better. It is 

noted a pipe into the ditch is off-centre. Re-alignment of the pipe could provide a quick fix. 

Rocklander. Thank you to Karen Roseberry for producing the monthly Rocklander single-handedly.  

Rocklands play area. A resident from Kemp Meadow attended the meeting to complain about the noise, 

children made when they play in the play area and on the zip wire. They also mentioned foul language 

coming from the children, a squeaky swing and being able to see into their garden and house from the 

play area. Cllr. Leslie explained the space is a public are and has been there for many years. Use of the 

area cannot be policed and any noise is not considered a nuisance before 11pm.  There is nothing the PC 
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can do. They can’t enforce curfews or monitor behaviour but they could mention to the Norfolk 

Constabulary Beat Manager at Attleborough.  

Post meeting note: At a later date, the police were called to attend when the behaviour of the residents 

in the house adjoining became unacceptable and upsetting to the children and parents present. Thank 

you to Cllr. Buckland for managing the situation in a professional manner. The police have spoken to the 

residents in Kemp Meadow and reinforced that the area is a playground and can be used up to 11pm. 

They hoped there would be no further issues. 

The meeting resumed at 20:15 
 

6. Speeding: To update on SID (flashing speed sign) (RH) 

Cllr. Harrison had circulated his report to all councillors prior to this meeting. 

In the last period, the speed sign was deployed as follows: 

a) The Street – Vehicles Approaching Crossroads 

   Deployed:  10:00 hrs 13 February 2025 

   Finished:  11:00 hrs 20 March 2025  (stopped recording on 11 March) 

   The analysis results show: 

   9,624 vehicles detected 

   Average 370 vehicles/day 

   Morning peak time – 08:00 to 09:00 

   Afternoon peak time – 15:15 to 16:15 

   7,532 vehicles (78.3%) within 30 mph speed limit 

   2,092 vehicles (21.7%) exceeding speed limit 

   - of which 363 vehicles (3.8%) over 35 mph – and likely open to a fine* 

   Top speed:  50 mph – 13/02/2025 

Since the last deployment monitoring traffic approaching the crossroads from the Village: 

- vehicle movements averaged 370 per day – a 3.4% decrease in daily traffic volumes. 

- vehicles speeding numbered 2,092 (21.7%) – a 0.9% increase in the proportion of vehicles 

speeding. 

- vehicles open to enforcement action numbered 363 (3.8%) – a 0.2% increase in vehicles open 

to enforcement. 

Note that 6 vehicles were recorded travelling at 50 mph during this period. 

b) Attleborough Road (B1077) – Vehicles from Great Ellingham 

   Deployed:  11:00 hrs 20 March 2025 

   Finished:  07:00 hrs 20 April 2025  (stopped recording on 07:00 20 April) 

   The analysis results show: 

   49,160 vehicles detected 

   Average 1,172 vehicles/day 

   Morning peak time – 06:30 to 07:30 

   Afternoon peak time – 15:30 to 16:30 

   36,993 vehicles (75.3%) within 40 mph speed limit 

   12,167 vehicles (24.7%) exceeding speed limit 

   - of which 4,116 vehicles (8.4%) over 45 mph – and likely open to a fine* 

   Top speed:  75 mph – 29/03/2025 

Since the last deployment monitoring traffic approaching from Great Ellingham: 

- vehicle movements averaged 1,172 per day – a significant 23.6% decrease in daily traffic 

volumes. 

- vehicles speeding numbered 12,167 (24.7%) – an 8.3% increase in the proportion of vehicles 

speeding. 

- vehicles open to enforcement action numbered 4,116 (8.4%) – a 3.6% increase in vehicles open 

to enforcement. 

Note that 4 vehicles were recorded travelling at 75 mph during this period.  It is of great concern 

that, with a 23.6% decrease in traffic volumes, we recorded significant increases in proportions of 

vehicles speeding and open to enforcement. 
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I have sent a copy of our latest speed monitoring spreadsheets to our area Beat Manager at 

Attleborough Police. 

Cllr Tim Ford and I moved the speed sign to monitor traffic on Attleborough Road (B1077) approaching 

from Caston, on 20 April. 

As always, I am indebted to Tim for his continued support. 

Cllr. Swaddling confirmed the 40mph speed limits had been repainted by Highways at Brayes Lane. 

Really need the other side done too. 

 

7. To update on Flooding and Rockland’s Flood Group.(RH) 

Cllr. Harrison had circulated his report to all councillors prior to this meeting. 

On Monday 14 April, Steve Halls (Senior Flood Risk Officer – Technical Lead, Water Management 

Team, NCC) and a colleague met with representatives of the Parish Council, Flood Group and Village 

Hall Committee in Rocklands. 

Strengthening of the sides of the Village Hall ditch was first discussed.  Rather than gabions, we 

were advised to extend the cement-filled bags further down the sides of the ditch.  This proposal 

has been put to our area Highways Engineer, who assisted with this previously. 

Several hours were then spent looking at various areas of the village in which Natural Flood 

Mitigation (NFM) could be potentially employed to hold-back surface water flows to significantly 

reduce volumes impacting on houses, The Street and Mill Lane.  The NCC Water Management Team 

(Lead Local Flood Authority) have detailed LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging – using laser 

scanning) 3D terrain maps of the surface water catchment area which impacts on the village.  

Generally, the most significant surface water flows originate from the Little Ellingham area – which 

is at higher ground level – and travel towards the village through/across the land in between. 

A few primary locations (which would offer the greatest benefit) were identified – where 

attenuation ditches and ponds could be established.  Landowners would benefit from grants to 

establish such features, and ongoing funding to cover maintenance. 

As advised, we are currently waiting for a report from the LLFA before setting-up meetings with a 

couple of key landowners to investigate possibilities. 

Such NFM works have great potential to prevent significant high flows of water into The Street and 

Mill Lane. 

 

8. To update on Green Lane and Green Lane Working Group (AJB/PL) 

Green Lane is a challenge. Cllr. Leslie has commissioned a full legal position on Green Lane before the 

project group starts. The solicitor requires a few more checks from NCC. Have waited 9 weeks.  

The group will be renamed, The Rocklands Community Project Group. 

 

9. To report on Financial Matters 

9.1   Approval of accounts 2024/2025 (AGAR Form 2, PKF Littlejohn, External auditors.) 

The end of the financial year was 31 March. The Clerk had prepared the end of year accounts 

and completed the annual return (AGAR) for the external auditor (PKF Littlejohn). The AGAR 

(Form 2) had been circulated to the councillors prior to the meeting for reference. 

9.1.1  Certificate of Exemption from limited assurance review (p3) (<£25,000 gross income) 

The Clerk explained that because both gross income and expenditure were less than £25,000, 

Rocklands Parish Council was eligible to apply for an exemption certificate for the year 

2024/2025 meaning a limited assurance review would not be carried out by the external 

auditors. There would therefore be no fee charged this year which is good news. The 

Certificate of Exemption was approved by the councillors and signed by the chair Cllr. Leslie 

and the Clerk. The Clerk would send the completed/signed form (p3) to PKF Littlejohn the 

external auditors. 

9.1.2 Annual Internal auditor’s report (p4)  

Michaela Canham had carried out the internal audit of the accounts for Rocklands again this 

year and confirmed all accounts are in order (p4). Michaela’s invoice received for £35. 

9.1.3  To approve Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025 AGAR Form 2. (p5) 
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The 9 governance statements were agreed with the statements and the Chair ticked the YES 

boxes for statements 1-8. Statement 9 was ticked as N/A. The Form (p5) was signed by the 

chair Cllr. Leslie and the Clerk.  

9.1.4 To approve Accounting Statements 2024/2025 AGAR Form 2. (p6) 

Any variances were explained. The councillors all agreed with the accounting statements (p6). 

The Form (p6) was signed by the chair Cllr. Leslie.  

 

9.2 Finances 

9.2.1    Financial position   

Bank account balances on Monday 12 May 2025 

Barclays Community Account      £      6283.72    

Barclays Saver (Reserve) Account      £     10346.70 

TOTAL as per bank £   16630.42 

Note:£10,000 transferred frum current account to savings account. 
 

Summary 

RNP Rocklands Neighbourhood Plan/Village Survey   £         200.60  

Community Fund (Summary below)      £       4839.64 

RPC Rocklands Parish Council      £       11590.18 

        TOTAL as per bank £    16630.42 

 

 
 

9.2.2  Money in since last meeting (3 March 2025) 

08/04/2025 Breckland Council – Precept payment 1 of 2.    

        TOTAL IN £    4250.00    
 

      9.2.3    Money out since last meeting (3 March 2025) 

9.2.3.1 Standing Orders/Direct Debits 

19/3/2025 NPower Electricity (DD)    £           86.32     

1/4/2025 Clerk’s wages (SO) M12    £         343.20 

19/4/2025 NPower Electricity (DD) Not on bank statement ?? £           00.00 

1/4/2025 Clerk’s wages (SO) M1     £         343.20 

         TOTAL OUT £      772.72 
 

9.2.3.2 Cheques out (to sign) Direct payments (DIR - to authorise) 

CHQ 847  Note: CHQ 847 Cancelled. See replacement CHQ 849 

CHQ 849 PowerHeart defib. pads. Reimb.T Ford (Replace CHQ 847)£            59.94  

 CHQ 850 ICO (GDPR) - Annual subscription    £            52.00 

 CHQ 851 NPTS – Annual subscription (Training/Support) £            85.00 

 CHQ 852 Zurich Insurance – Annual fee             £          264.00 

 CHQ 853 Michaela Canham – Internal Audit – Annual Accounts   £            35.00 

 CHQ 854 K&M Lighting services x 2 April/May 2025  £            35.28 

         TOTAL OUT £       531.22   
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Finance/Clerk’s Notes: 
Barclays Mandate Change. David Howie removed as signatory. In the process of adding Cllr. Leslie as 

signatory. ID check now done. Cllrs. Richardson and Ford have both received their Pinsentry card 

reader/pin. Just waiting for Pinsentry/pin for Cllr. Leslie. Will then change to paying invoices by Direct 

BACS payments instead of cheques. (Cheques for this meeting/Direct payments for July meeting). 

 

Transfer to Savings Account 

Transferred £10,000 from Current Account to Savings Account – to receive a little bit of interest. 

 

Insurance renewal 

Zurich renewal for the coming year is £264 – same amount as last year – no increase. 

 

Donations to village churches and organisations. 

The Clerk had circulated a summary of previous donations to all councillors. For reference, donations 

made last year for 2024–2025 totalled £610. Amounts discussed and Cheques/DIR payments would be 

prepared for the next meeting in July. After some discussion it was agreed all payments except that 

for the Methodist Church would be increased by £20 (An extra £80 for the year.) Proposed by Cllr. 

Buckland and seconded by Cllr. Swaddling. Agreed by all councillors. 

 

 
 

Revised payments:   All Saints PCC   £140 

St. Peters PCC   £140 

Rocklands Playing Fields £170 

Rocklands Village Hall   £170 

Methodist Church  £70  TOTAL £690 

The Clerk would arrange the revised payments to be paid. 

Precepts would be need to reviewed in the future re donations, rising costs of electricity and taking 

on extra legal covers/insurance. (Playing Fields etc.) 

 

10. Review of governance documents 

10.1  To review the Constitution 

10.2  To review the Code of Conduct 

10.3  To review Standing Orders 

10.4  To review Financial Regulations 

Review of governance documents is ongoing, pending new structure, committees, work/project groups. 

 

11.  To consider planning applications 

11.1 Planning outcomes since last meeting (Monday 3 March 2025)  

PL/2024/1197/FMIN (PL/2024/1197/VAR) WARNES/RIDGEWAY Magpie Barns, Magpie Lane, 

Rocklands, NR17 1UU. Amendments to 3PL/2024/0395/F to include garage and additional NHS 

carers flat due to change in long term healthcare requirements for applicant (312)(315) 

PERMISSION WITH CONDITIONS 

 

DONATIONS 2022-2023 INCREASE 2023-2024 INCREASE 2024-2025

ALL SAINTS PCC (Churchyard) 85.00 15.00 100.00 20.00 120.00

ST PETERS PCC (Churchyard) 85.00 15.00 100.00 20.00 120.00

ROCKLANDS PLAYING FIELDS (Playground) 120.00 10.00 130.00 20.00 150.00

ROCKLANDS VILLAGE HALL (Maintenance) 120.00 10.00 130.00 20.00 150.00

MID NORFOLK METHODIST CHURCH (Churchyard) 70.00 0.00 70.00 0.00 70.00

480.00 50.00 530.00 80.00 610.00

ROCKLANDER (ONE OFF PAYMENT) 200.00

680.00

LITTLE ROCKYS (ONE OFF PAYMENT) 200.00

730.00
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11.2 Applications/Appeals pending outcome 

3PL/2023/1197/VAR BECKETT Eden Meadow Riding Centre Sandy Lane NR17 1EN. Variation of 

Condition No 7 on 3PL/1990/1565/F - transfer of business occupancy from Honeypot Hall & annexe 

Honeycomb Lodge to Woodland Lodge. (295) 

PL/2024/1157/VAR CJB Developments/KIDDELL Site on Corner of Mill Lane and Green Lane, 

Rocklands All Saints, NR17 1UA/Kemp Meadow.  Variation of conditions 2, 5 and 14 on 

3PL/2023/0521/VAR to allow minor changes to scheme prior to completion and regularise 

changes (311) 

PL/2025/0173/FMIN (FULL) TUBBY Land North of Bell Road, Bell Road, NR171UQ, Proposed Chalet 

Bungalow (316) Following dismissal of appeal APP/F2605/W/24/3336843 on 3PL/2023/0702/F, APP 

 

11.3 New applications since last meeting  (Monday 3 March 2025) 

PL/2025/0298/FMIN (FULL) MOUSER The Spinney Low Lane, Rockland All Saints, Rocklands, 

Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 1TU, Change of use of annexe to private renting (retrospective) (317). 

Councillors discussed this application and agreed they had NO OBJECTION. 

PL/2025/0359/HOU EDWARDS Glenholme Chapel Street, Rockland St Peter, Rocklands, 

Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 1UJ, Rear extension and new front porch (318).  

Councillors discussed this application and agreed they had NO OBJECTION. 

PL/2025/0560/DCA (Approval of details reserved by condition) WARNES Maple Barns Magpie 

Lane, Rockland All Saints, Rocklands, Norfolk, Discharge of conditions 3 & 8 on PL/2024/1197/FMIN 

(315) No comments required.  

 Councillors discussed this application and agreed they had NO COMMENTS. 

 

12. To update on the Breckland Local Plan (RH)  

Cllr. Harrison had circulated his report to all councillors prior to this meeting. 

Following my last report – where Breckland had suspended work on the new Local Plan – the following 

is a summary on where we currently are: 

The Local Plan determines the growth and development in the district for the next 25 years.  It helps 

to ensure that planning decisions are made in the best interests of the communities. Local Authorities 

are required to review their Local Plan every 5 years. 

Breckland’s current Local Plan was adopted in November 2019, and the current review began in March 

2023 with an initial survey. This was followed in January-February 2024 by a consultation on 

’Development Strategy’ – and then a further consultation in May-July 2024 on ’Preferred Options’, for 

feedback on a full draft of the new Local Plan. 

In September 2024, Breckland paused work on the new Local Plan due to the change of Government – 

which has imposed an increase of approx. 38% in Breckland’s housing requirement. 

At a special Cabinet meeting on 3 March 2025, Breckland Council agreed a revised timetable for the 

Local Plan Update: 

• Oct-Dec 2025 – another (revised) consultation on ’Preferred Options’. 

• Jul 2026-Sep 2026 – consultation on the ’Pre- submission Draft’ of the new Local Plan. 

• Dec 2026 – submission of the New Local Plan to the Secretary of State for examination. 

• 2027 (TBA) – Examination by the Secretary of State and requested modifications. 

(part of the examination will include a public meeting – chaired by the appointed Inspector) 

• 2027 (TBC) – Adoption of the new Local Plan by Breckland Council. 

This process will roll the new Local Plan forward to cover the period to 2046. 

As before, Rocklands Parish Council will fully engage with the consultation process – holding further 

public meetings in the Village Hall as necessary. 

Breckland have informed us that they will no longer be using the 'Commonplace' website to host news, 

updates and documents on the Local Plan process.  Instead, they urge residents to register individually 

for news and updates here: 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/planning-policy/consultee-database 

Further information and relevant documents can be found here: 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/19942/Local-Plan-Full-Update-2024-2042 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/planning-policy/consultee-database
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/19942/Local-Plan-Full-Update-2024-2042
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I have posted this on the Rocklands Community Hub Facebook page and requested that a copy be 

posted on the Rocklands website. 

As part of the repeat of the ’Preferred Sites’ consultation, Breckland issued another ’Call for Sites’ 

exercise – which finished on 28 April.  We have not yet had sight of the results of this exercise, but 

Cllr. Ford and myself will be attending a ‘Parish Council Round Table’ meeting at Breckland’s offices in 

Dereham on 20 May – where Breckland intend to update us on progress on the new Local Plan, and 

where we will have, ‟..a chance for representatives of the Parish Council to discuss and share their 

views on the sites that have been put forward prior to a formal consultation.” 

Of course, we will be pressing for sight of any proposed development sites within Rocklands Parish well 

in advance of this meeting.  Our representations on previously proposed sites will still be taken into 

account. 

As you will be aware from previous reports, Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils have proposed to 

merge into a single Unitary Authority – with a Mayor – under an initiative from the new(ish) 

Government. 

Following this, we understand, Breckland and a number of other district councils have put forward a 

counter-proposition – proposing three Unitary Authorities for Norfolk (essentially North, Mid and 

South Norfolk). 

NCC want to hear from Town and Parish Councils – and residents – by 20 May.  An online form is 

available at www.norfolk.gov.uk/lgrfeedback, and a number of meetings are being held around the 

county – the nearest at Queens Hall, Watton on 15 May (2:30pm – 4:30pm), and Central Hall, 

Wymondham on 19 May (7:00pm – 9:00pm). 

There will also be an online event on Tuesday 20 May (6:30pm – 8:00pm) 

Microsoft Teams: https://bit.ly/3GQ9qvZ  Mtg. ID:  383 231 752 220 6  Passcode:  63qh2Xx3 

 

Cllr. Leslie and all councillors thanked Cllr. Harrison for all his hard work in this matter. 

  

13. To discuss any correspondence 

There was no correspondence to discuss. An email had been received from the Kemp Meadow resident 

re the Play Park, but they were present at this meeting and the issue discussed at Item 5. 

 

14.  AOB – To receive items for the next agenda.  

Broken tap at Playing Fields. The tap had been zip tied as it was not working/leaking. A resident had 

complained that the tap was not in use. Cllr. Buckland confirmed the repair was in hand. 
 

15.  Date of next Parish Council Meeting – Monday 7 July 2025.  
 

The meeting closed at 21.03 
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