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Rocklands Parish Council (RPC) 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting  

7.00pm on Monday 8 January 2024  
 

Present: David Howie   Chair 

Richard Harrison Vice-chair 

Amanda-Jayne Buckland 

Tim Ford 

Anne Jones 

Bryan Swaddling 

Kim Austin  Clerk  

 

Also present: 14 members of the public. 

 

The meeting opened at 19:00 

 

1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Sarah Suggitt who had sent a report (See item 9) and Dave and 

John Thomas who were away. 

 

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any items on the agenda 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. To approve the minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting on Monday 6 November 2023  

The minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Ian Scholes had highlighted to 

Cllr. Harrison prior to the meeting, that on p5, under Notes on Kemp Meadow – it said ‘the developer 

remains responsible for site maintenance for 3 years’ – Cllr. Harrison agreed to check the wording, as 

to whether it says surface water or ditch maintenance. The minutes were annotated to this effect in 

the margin. All councillors approved the minutes and the query would be clarified at the next meeting. 

The minutes were duly signed by the Chair, Cllr. David Howie, who also signed the annotation.   
 

4. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes (6 November 2023) not on the agenda. 

There were no matters arising. 

 

5. To adjourn the meeting for public participation 

The meeting was adjourned at 19:05. Dave Jones reported that no sooner had streetlight 9010 been 

reported as not working – K&M Lighting had been out and fixed it. They do provide a brilliant service. 

The meeting reconvened at 9:06. 

 

6. To update on First Time Sewerage (RH). 

Cllr. Harrison’s report had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  

On 10 November 2023 I finally received electronic communication from Anglian Water that residents 

could now connect to the new sewer. This was followed-up, several days later, by a letter to all 

registered residents – informing them that sewer connections could now be made. At the time of 

writing, several residents are already connected. Residents wishing to connect are reminded that they 

should apply to Breckland Council Building Control – with a fee – for the works to take place.  On 

satisfactory completion, compliant with the Building Regulations, they will be issued with a ‘Completion 

Certificate’. Residents wishing to connect - who wish to avoid a connection fee – are reminded that 

they now have less than 11 months to do so before connection becomes chargeable.  Sewage charges 

will also be waived for 12 months after the sewer first became available for connection. 

From a personal point of view, connection has been a huge relief!  For the first time in at least 6 years, 

we have not been living in the ‘dark ages’ over the Autumn/Winter period.  No more pumping of septic 

tanks numerous times at great expense etc. 
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It has been brought to my attention that some of the road surface repairs following pipe-laying have 

settled and sunk slightly – giving rise to areas where rainwater pools, and where that water could 

freeze – increasing skid risks.  In the first instance, residents should report this to NCC highways via 

the usual route:https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads/report-a-problem#roadicons 

- select ‘Drainage and flooding’  and provide the information required.  You will, in turn, receive case 

numbers for reference – which can be used to track progress, and which can give you automatic updates. 

You can also give me details of the exact location and extent, and I will consolidate them into a general 

report to Anglian Water. 

 

7. To update on SID (flashing speed sign) (RH) 

Cllr. Harrison’s report had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. 

In the last period, the speed sign was deployed as follows: 

a) Attleborough Road (B1077) – traffic approaching from Caston 

   Deployed:  12:00 hrs 03 November 2023 

   Finished:  11:00 hrs 05 December 2023 

   The analysis results show: 

   37,055 vehicles detected 

   Average 1,160 vehicles/day 

   Morning peak time – 07:30 to 08:30 

   Afternoon peak time – 14:45 to 15:45 

   35,045 vehicles (94.6%) within 40 mph speed limit 

   2,010 vehicles (5.4%) exceeding speed limit 

   - of which 317 vehicles (0.9%) over 45 mph – and likely open to a fine* 

   Top speed:  60 mph – 20/11/2023 

Since the last deployment facing towards Caston: 

- vehicle movements averaged 1,160 per day – an 18.5% increase in daily traffic volumes. 

- vehicles speeding numbered 2,010 (5.4%) – 1.0% less vehicles speeding. 

- vehicles open to enforcement action numbered 317 (0.9%) – 0.2% less vehicles open to enforcement. 

b) The Street – traffic approaching Village Hall from B1077 Crossroads 

   Deployed:  11:00 hrs 05 December 2023 

   Finished:  11:00 hrs 04 January 2024 

   The analysis results show: 

   10,227 vehicles detected 

   Average 341 vehicles/day 

   Morning peak time – 08:00 to 09:00 

   Afternoon peak time – 15:00 to 16:00 

   8,114 vehicles (79.3%) within 30 mph speed limit 

   2,113 vehicles (20.7%) exceeding speed limit 

   - of which 391 vehicles (3.8%) over 35 mph – and likely open to a fine* 

   Top speed:  55 mph – 16/12/23 * 

Since the last deployment facing towards Crossroads: 

- vehicle movements averaged 341 per day – a 6.2% increase in daily traffic volumes. 

- vehicles speeding numbered 2,113 (20.7%) – a 9.7% decrease in vehicles speeding. 

- vehicles open to enforcement action numbered 391 (3.8%) – a 3.1% decrease in vehicles open 

to enforcement. 

Whilst the decreases in speeding traffic, against a daily volume increase, is encouraging, more than a 

fifth of vehicles speeding on a village street remains completely unacceptable. 

As always, I am indebted to Tim for his continued support – and I am grateful to both Tim and Bryan 

for covering for me whilst I was recovering from major surgery. 

 

Update on speeding (DH) 

Can’t ignore these figures produced by Cllr. Harrison. Speeding has to be a priority and maybe the PC 

could involve Ed Connolly. Have openly said they cannot do anything until there is a fatality. Need to 
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revisit all the speed control measures already considered and mostly, turned down. A couple of skips 

parked in strategic places was mentioned by a resident as a calming measure. Cllr. Howie said if 

anyone had any ideas, then to let him know. 

 

8. To update on Flooding (RH). To include ditches at Mill Lane/Green Lane. 

Cllr. Harrison’s report had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  

It has been painfully obvious that yet another very wet Autumn/Winter has given rise to yet more 

surface water flooding problems in The Street.  Although the greatly increased capacity of the 

transfer pipes under the road at the bottom of Church Hill has been working well to transfer 

accumulated surface water to the ditch beyond, the problems at the other end of The Street persist 

– with the deployment of pumps and barriers still necessary. 

Hopefully, with the help of the working group (below), agencies and authorities, we will make more 

progress. 

On 10th November, George Freeman MP hosted another on-line meeting of the Mid Norfolk Flood 

Partnership, in which I took part.  I took numerous opportunities to get across the significant flooding 

issues in our parish and addressed a number of points to the Head of the Lead Local Flood Authority 

at County Hall.  I am following these up with him – urging that we get the expert from the Environment 

Agency, previously mentioned, to engage with our working group. 

Rocklands Flooding Working Group 

Following the last Parish Council meeting, we received the names of 13 residents who have put 

themselves forward to join the proposed working group – together with myself and Cllr. Ford.  I placed 

a further invitation in the most recent edition of the ‘Rocklander’ and received one further applicant. 

I have issued a first communication to those registered (thank you) – preparing for a first meeting. 

I have proposed that, to start things rolling, I give a presentation on what we have been doing behind 

the scenes in the last 5+ years to engage with various agencies, authorities and funding bodies to get 

support for a project.  This will include the presentation which I delivered to our second multi-agency 

meeting which was held on 30 November 2021.  This summarises history, geology, geography, surveys, 

existing infrastructure etc. and we will discuss a number of activities which have taken place since 

then. 

I will consider giving a similar presentation to an open public information meeting, subsequently. 

I intend that representatives of relevant agencies and authorities will be invited to engage further 

with the working group as appropriate. 

 

9. To receive news from village organisations and churches 

All Saints Church (CJ) A report received from Cath Jones was read out be the Clerk.  

After all the busy-ness of Christmas, things have settled down in church again and January is a quiet 

month (we don’t have a service during this month because of the cold weather and trying to create a 

warm environment for the congregation!) The situation with the merger with the Hingham group of 

churches has stalled and there is no progress to report about finding a priest who is willing/able to 

look after the needs of twelve rural churches. Representatives from each of the churches are meeting 

with the new Bishop of Thetford (aptly called Ian Bishop!) later this month to discuss the situation 

and see if a way forward can be found. 

Meanwhile each church is muddling through as best we can, trying not to create too much work for Rev 

Sue Strutt who is officially in role as a priest in a 25% capacity but does much more! The Christmas 

services at All Saints were successful, with the Christingle attracting about 100 people…..a bit of a 

logistical nightmare as about 45+ were young children holding lit candles as they sang ‘Away in a Manger’ 

but all went well. We enjoyed hearing the Rocklands School choir sing two songs so thanks to Mr Aitken 

for giving up his time to bring them! The collection was sent to the Children’s Society after the service. 

The Christmas Eve mass was not quite so well attended but the church was reasonably full for this 

traditional candlelit service late at night. Thanks to all who attended. As has been the custom for 

several years, we held an informal carol singing session outside the shop on Christmas Eve. About 100 

people, including many children, turned up to sing familiar carols, washed down with mulled punch kindly 

provided by Alan and Elaine and sustained by home-made mince pies provided by three shop volunteers. 
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A collection bucket raised £177.27 which will be added to the money collected by Santa as he made 

his way through the village on Friday 15th and sent to EACH this year.  

Happy New Year to all from All Saints Church ! 

Little Rocky’s Toddler Group (SB) 

Numbers continue to hold steady: 27 children last Friday on our first session back. More families 

registering with us. We are particularly pleased to report that we have more male family members 

attending on a regular basis. We have a strong committee of 8 members who oversee all the decision 

making for the good of the group.  We share ideas and play to individual strengths. 

We booked a photographer to take portraits and family groupings. This was highly successful, and the 

photographer is keen to set up a regular arrangement with us. Successful Winter Market in conjunction 

with RSP.  Many children came to visit Santa in his grotto despite the appalling weather. Good footfall 

with many people from the village supporting us. Christmas party with Santa in appearance. All children 

received a present from Santa. We had to close the bookings as we reached 30 children and still more 

people were expressing an interest. 

All volunteers have DBS checks. Shena and Sharon have booked for further Safeguarding training. 

We are part of a EYFS Community Cafe with the support of the Norfolk School & Community Team. 

We have had one meeting and will have a follow up meeting in February.  It looks at ways of addressing 

any barriers to learning before it becomes a major issue for schools. We will be looking towards 

paediatric first aid training in the near future. 

We continue to look for ways of improving our provision and welcome suggestions from our families. 

St. Peter’s Church (John Brown). 

John reported that Santa had enjoyed himself, had visited Great Hockham School and also the house 

of a pupil that was poorly. Much appreciated by all involved.  

Rocklands School (Dave Jones) 

Had a happy and busy festive season. Everything going well. 72 on the school roll. Osted rated it as 

strongly good. The school continues to thrive and the Ofsted report is Good. 

Rocklands Playing Field. (Cllr. Buckland) 

No update. 

Rocklands Youth Club. 

Plodding along steadily. Good atmosphere. Two parents are now helping at the Club.  

 

District Councillor Report (SS). All Saints and Wayland Ward, January 2024 

Firstly, Sarah Suggitt and Phil Cowen wish you all a very Happy New Year and hope that everyone has 

enjoyed a relaxing festive break. 

Flooding. Thankfully whilst there has been excessive rainfall recently there have been no major 

incidents of flooding that have impacted on the communities within the Ward. Locally, the Lead Flood 

Authority, Norfolk County Council have responded to some incidents. Attached to this report are the 

Norfolk Strategic Flood Alliance minutes from the December meeting for your information. 

Local Plan. The proposed draft Local Plan is on programme the start date will be held between Monday 

8th January until Monday 19th February 2024.  

The Council has arranged a series of in-person workshops for town and parish councils and are emailing 

all clerks; we do encourage local councillors to email Breckland to reserve a place. 

●          Attleborough Town Hall, Tuesday 9th January, 6.00-7.30pm 

●          Dereham Town Hall, Tuesday 16th January, 6.00-7.30pm 

●          Swaffham Town Hall, Wednesday 17th January, 6.00-7.30pm 

●          Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Thetford, Tuesday 23rd January, 6.00-7.30pm 

●          Watton Sports Centre, Wednesday 24th January, 6.00-7.30pm  

and public consultation events will be held as follows. 

●          Wednesday 10th January, 6.30pm-7.30pm – virtual event via Zoom. 

●          Thursday 1st February, 10am-1pm – Attleborough Charter Market (in front of the Town Hall), 

Queens Square, Attleborough 

●          Tuesday 6th February, 10am-1pm – Dereham Market, Market Place, Dereham 
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Draft Budget and Medium Term Plan and Capital Strategy. At Cabinet today Phil Cowen 

presented the Draft Budget and Medium Term Plan and Capital Strategy and took some questions on 

the detail. The document was issued for consultation in December and will be presented to the 

Scrutiny Committee on February 1st then on to Cabinet on 12th February and Full Council on 22nd 

February. Details can be found here at 

https://democracy.breckland.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=116&MId=5007&Ver=4 
 

10. To report on financial matters 

10.1  To agree Precept for 2024/2025 

The Clerk had circulated, before the meeting,  a summary of the precepts over the previous years and 

some figures on which to discuss predicted spend for 2024-2025 and to decide on the precept.  It 

was noted that the cost of electricity had increased. Also, there were now, not many areas where 

further savings can be made. The precept wasn’t increased last year. All councillors agreed the precept 

should be increased to cover rising costs. Amounts of between £1000 and £2000 were suggested. 

After discussion, an  increase of £1300 was agreed bringing the precept for 2024-2025 to £8500. 

 
 

 
This increase in real terms would mean an increase to the rate payer in Council Tax 

of ~£4.40 per annum. 

 
10.2 National Salary Awards from April 2023 – to agree Clerk’s annual pay rise. 

National Salary Awards, although very late (again – 8 months !) have now been agreed and 

published. Pay is backdated to April 2023.The Clerk had circulated these calculations to the 

Chair prior to the  meeting, for his to check and agree, which he did. 

 PRECEPT  GRANT TOTAL INCREASE 

2014/2015 4800  £335.90 £5,135.90 £350.00 

2015/2016 5000  £335.90 £5,335.90 £200.00 

2016/2017 5000  £245.00 £5,245.00 £0.00 

2017/2018 5000  £168.00 £5,168.00 £0.00 

2018/2019 5500  £84.00 £5,584.00 £500.00 

2019/2020 6200  £0.00 £6,200.00 £700.00 

2020/2021 6200  £0.00 £6,200.00 £0.00 

2021/2022 6200  £0.00 £6,200.00 £0.00 

2022/2023 7200  £0.00 £7,200.00 £1,000.00 

2023/2024 7200  £0.00 £7,200.00 £0.00 

2024/2025 
    

  
  

 



 
Signed  .................................................................................  Date  .................................... 
   

Level SCP18 was £14.21 per hour from 1/4/2022. New hourly rate from 1/4/2023 is £15.21. 

£15.21 x 5 hours per week, x 52 weeks per year. Is £3954.6 / 12 months = £329.55 per 

month (Increase of £21.67 per month). Back pay due from 1 April 2023 to date (8 months) is 

therefore £173.36. Cheque written for back pay and the standing order with Barclays to be 

amended to the new monthly figure of £329.55 in time for 1 February standing order payment.  

 

10.3 Financial position   

  Bank account balances on Monday 8 January 2024 

Barclays Community Account      £      8901.84    

Barclays Saver (Reserve) Account     £       340.36     

TOTAL as per bank £   9242.20 

Summary 

RNP Rocklands Neighbourhood Plan/Village Survey   £       200.60 * 

Community Fund        £       635.45  

RPC Rocklands Parish Council      £      8406.15 

       TOTAL as per bank £    9242.20 

  * Original donation from Breckland/Groundworks for £500. 

  ** Community Fund £534.95 now plus £100.50 cash collected at Coronation £635.45 

 

10.4 Money in since last meeting (6 November 2023) 

   14/11/2023 Mann Trust – reimburse 1 x pallet of sandbags £         136.50 

4/12/2023 Barclays Saver A/C Interest    £             1.18 

          TOTAL IN £     137.68 

 

      10.5 Money out since last meeting (6 November 2023) 

10.5.1 Standing Orders/Direct Debits 

20/11/2023 NPower Electricity (DD)    £           74.93      

1/12/2023 Clerk’s wages (SO) M8     £         307.88  

19/12/2023 NPower Electricity (DD)    £           86.43 

2/1/2024 Clerk’s wages (SO) M9     £         307.88 

         TOTAL OUT £      777.12 

10.5.2 Cheques out (to sign) 

CHQ 812 Cllr. David Howie to replace LOST Chq 100803 £            37.07 SIGNED 

CHQ 813 K&M Lighting services x3 Nov/Dec/Jan ‘24  £    52.92 

CHQ 814 Clerk’s Back Pay to Apr ‘23 - 8 months x £21.67 £           173.36 

CHQ 815 Cllr. Richard Harrison >2 years toner/paper  £   310.50

        TOTAL OUT £       573.85 

11. To consider planning applications 

11.1 Planning outcomes since last meeting (Monday 6 November 2023) 

APP/F2605/W/22/3312539 BECKER Stone Barn Mount Pleasant, Proposed New Holiday 

Cottage (274) APPEAL DISMISSED 

3PL/2023/0702/F TUBBY Land North of Bell Road, Proposed 1no. equestrian dwelling 

with cart lodge, stables and paddocks (281) (285) REFUSED at Planning Committee 

3PL/2022/1300/F SOUTHGATE Land to South side of Swangey Lane NR17 1XJ, 8no. 

poultry houses with associated admin blocks, feed bins and ancillary development 

(Revised scheme) which is now accompanied by an Environmental Statement and non-

technical summary (283) REFUSED 

3PL/2023/0913/HOU JACKSON The Cottage, Flymoor Lane, Rocklands St. Peter NR17 

1BP. Demolition of existing cart lodge and erection of a 3 bay cart lodge (286) 

PERMISSION 

3PN/2023/0030/UC HOWLETT Kirk Hall Farm Kirk Hall Farm Barns NR17 1XN, Prior 

approval application for a proposed: Change of Use of an Agricultural building to 2no. 

residential dwellings (287) REFUSED 
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3PL/2023/0850/HOU MCCLURE Cottage Farm, The Barn Bell Road NR17 1UL. Conversion of 

existing barn into an annex, the erection of a single storey extension (289) REFUSED 

3PL/2023/1024/F STADDLE DEVELOPMENT (BARHAM) Land adjacent 5 The Street 

Rocklands All Saints Norfolk NR17 ITT. Residential Development of 2 dwellings. (292) REFUSED 

3PL/2023/1027/F BARHAM Land Adjoining 5 The Street NR17 1TT. Residential 

development of 4 dwellings with detached garages. (293) REFUSED 

11.2 Applications/appeals pending outcome 

3PL/2023/0954/F HOWLETT Kirk Hall farm Barns NR17 1XN, Proposed conversion of 

redundant agricultural barns to 5 new dwellings, including new carports for plots 1, 2, 4 and 5) 

and garden rooms to plots 1 and 2 (288)  

3PL/2023/0985/F KIDD The Donkery (Staffords Farm), Sandy Lane Rockland All Saints NR17 

1XF. Conversion of single storey annex accommodation/ building to provide separate self-

contained independent dwelling comprising of 2 bedrooms, kitchen, dining and living room and 

associated parking and amenity space (290) 

3PL/2023/1016/F TWENTY55 HOMES LTD (DEVLIN) Rookery Farm Watton Road NR17 

1LB, Demolition of poultry shed and erection of five detached dwellings. Construction of new 

access road to Watton Road. (291) 

11.3 New applications since last meeting (Monday 6 November 2023) 

3PL/2023/1159/HOU DEKKER Oakleigh House, 39 The Street NR17 1TR. New Front porch 

and rear extension. (294) 

The Parish Councillors agreed they had NO OBJECTION to this application as long as the 

neighbours were happy. Cllr. Howie had checked and no objections had been posted by 

neighbours on the Breckland Planning website. 

3PL/2023/1197/VAR BECKETT Eden Meadow Riding Centre Sandy Lane NR17 1EN. Variation 

of Condition No 7 on 3PL/1990/1565/F - transfer of business occupancy from Honeypot Hall & 

annexe Honeycomb Lodge to Woodland Lodge. (295) 

The applicant owns both properties and is moving from one to the other. The Parish Council 

agreed they had NO OBJECTION to this application. 

There were no new applications since the agenda was published. 

 

12. To update on the Rocklands Neighbourhood Plan (RNP) and Breckland Local Plan (BLP)  

RNP. Rockland’s Neighbourhood plan is currently on hold. No update. 

Breckland Local Plan (BLP)(RH) 

I still await contact from Breckland Council’s consultants – to meet and contribute data to the strategic 

Flood Risk Assessment for the upcoming new Local Plan. Cllrs. Howie, Ford, Jones and I will be attending 

an ‘in-person’ workshop being held at Attleborough Town Hall tomorrow (9 January) as part of the 

Development Strategy Consultation being run by consultants for Breckland Council. We hope this 

meeting goes better than the last where questions were rushed and sometimes closed down.  

Post Meeting Note: Discussions regards the new Breckland Local Plan are very important as they 

consider important points such as Rockland’s settlement boundaries and its designation as a service 

centre. Important Public Meeting arranged. Saturday 27 January 2024 at 11am in Rocklands 

Village Hall. This meeting is to inform and discuss: Alternative development strategy options and 

proposed sites for development under the New Breckland Local Plan. The outcome will affect residents 

for years ahead, so your input is vital. All Rockland’s residents are urged to attend.  

 

13. To discuss any correspondence. 

There was no correspondence. 

 

14.  AOB – To receive items for the next agenda.  

There was no AOB. 
 

15.  Date of next Meeting – Monday 4 March 2024, 7pm.     

 

The meeting closed at 20:15 
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