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Rocklands Parish Council (RPC) 

Minutes of Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM)  

7.00pm on Monday 13 May 2024  
 

Present: David Howie   Chair 

Richard Harrison  Vice Chair 

Amanda-Jayne Buckland 

Tim Ford 

Anne Jones 

Philip Leslie 

Bryan Swaddling 

Kim Austin  Clerk  

 

Also present: 8 members of the public. 

The meeting opened at 19:36  

The signing of Declarations of Acceptance of Office must take place before the agenda proper starts 

for all councillors. The meeting was chaired by the outgoing Chairperson. 
 

1. To elect Chairperson 2024 – 2025 

David Howie asked for nominations for Chairperson, there were none and David Howie  agreed to stand 

again. There was unanimous agreement to the proposal. David Howie was duly elected as chair. The 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by Cllr. Howie and countersigned by the Clerk. Cllr. 

Howie took the Chair. 
 

2. To elect Vice Chairperson 2024 – 2025 

Cllr. Harrison had agreed to stand again as Vice Chair.  There was unanimous agreement to the proposal. 

Cllr. Harrison was duly elected as Vice Chair. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed by 

Cllr. Harrison and countersigned by the Clerk.  
 

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interests (DPIs),  

DPIs can now be completed online. All councillors need to complete a DPI form within 28 days of this 

meeting BUT only if their details/interests have changed. 

 

4. To consider accepting apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Sarah Suggitt and Cllr. Ed Connolly who were attending other 

meetings. Apologies were accepted. 

 

5. To record declarations of interest from members in any items on the agenda 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

6. To approve the minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting on Monday 4 March 2024  

The minutes had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. All councillors approved the 

minutes. The minutes were duly signed by the Chair, Cllr. David Howie.   
 

7. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes (4 March 2024) not on the agenda. 

There were no matters arising. 

 

8. To adjourn the meeting for public participation 

The meeting was adjourned at 19:41. There were no comments from the public. 

 

9. To update on ‘D Day’ celebrations planned for Rocklands (Shena Scholes) 

James Algar gave an update in Shena’s absence. On Saturday: There will be a memorial service at 

11.30am. The Royal British Legion will read out the names of those fallen. A donated wreath will be laid. 

Champagne reception at the Village Hall between 12 and 4pm. Also to celebrate 70th anniversary of the 
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Village Hall. This is a free event with buffet, food and drinks. Outside, there will activities for the 

children, a bouncy castle, Youth Club organising games, egg and spoon races, sack races etc. The school 

will be performing, the flower club will be there. There will be 40s music and dancing. Gazebos outside 

for inclement weather. In the evening at the Village Hall, Fezziywig, a ceilidh band will be playing. 

Tickets on sale for this event. On Saturday: A street party with the road closed from 12am, between 

the shop and the pub. Access to pub not restricted. The Clerk had been asked to organise the road 

closure. Many posters around the village advertising the event.  

Finances. A grant of £500 had been received from Breckland for D Day celebrations. James Algar said 

this left a shortfall of £531 which the organising committee were asking the Parish Council to fund. 

The Parish Councillors had not seen the budget prior to this meeting. James gave a copy of the budget 

to the Clerk, which is shown below. 

 
James thought the Parish Council didn’t pay for hiring the Village Hall for meetings. The Clerk 

confirmed the PC had always paid for hall hire on receipt of invoices from Shena. The Parish Council 

was holding £635.45 in a ‘Community Fund’, most of which had been donated by Anglian Water as a 

goodwill gesture for the community, when the new sewers were installed. It was agreed the Parish 

Council would write a cheque to the Rocklands Village Hall for the full amount held in the Community 

Fund with the understanding that any money remaining after the event, would be returned to the Parish 

Council. Post meeting note: The Parish Council also paid £45 for the road closure. 

 

10. To discuss Breckland Council’s Boundary Review (DH/RH) 

May 7 saw the start of a ten-week public consultation inviting proposals for new Breckland Council 

wards and ward boundaries. Cllrs. Howie and Leslie both agreed this review doesn’t really affect 

Rocklands. 

 

11. To update on SID (flashing speed sign) (RH) 

Cllr. Harrison read out his report that had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. See 

graphs at the end of these minutes. 

In the last period, the speed sign was deployed as follows: 

a) Attleborough Road (B1077) – Traffic Approaching from Great Ellingham 

   Deployed:  10:00 hrs 29 February 2024 

   Finished:  23:59 hrs 7 April 2024* (battery ran out) 

   The analysis results show: 

   54,262 vehicles detected 

   Average 1,406 vehicles/day 

   Morning peak time – 08:15 to 09:15 
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   Afternoon peak time – 15:30 to 16:30 

   42,416 vehicles (78.2%) within 40 mph speed limit 

   11,846 vehicles (21.8%) exceeding speed limit 

   - of which 3,884 vehicles (7.2%) over 45 mph – and likely open to a fine* 

   Top speed:  75 mph – 17/03/2024 

Since the last deployment facing towards Great Ellingham: 

- vehicle movements averaged 1,406 per day – a 7.5% decrease in daily traffic volumes. 

- vehicles speeding numbered 11,846 (21.8%) – a 1.4% increase in the proportion of vehicles 

speeding. 

- vehicles open to enforcement action numbered 3,884 (7.2%) – 1.0% more vehicles open to 

enforcement. 

A disappointing result – a significant reduction in traffic movements, accompanied by increases in the 

proportion of vehicles speeding and those open to enforcement action. 

Note:  the number of days deployed at this location was greater than usual. 

b) Attleborough Road (B1077) – Traffic Approaching from Caston 

   Deployed:  10:00 hrs 11 April 2024 

   Finished:  11:00 hrs 1 May 2024 

   The analysis results show: 

   21,053 vehicles detected 

   Average 1,051 vehicles/day 

   Morning peak time – 07:30 to 08:30 

   Afternoon peak time – 16:00 to 17:00 

   19,488 vehicles (92.6%) within 40 mph speed limit 

   1,565 vehicles (7.4%) exceeding speed limit 

   - of which 244 vehicles (1.2%) over 45 mph – and likely open to a fine* 

   Top speed:  60 mph – 15/04/2024  (with a further 1 vehicle at this speed during 

the period) 

Since the last deployment facing towards Caston: 

- vehicle movements averaged 1,051 per day – a 9.4% decrease in daily traffic volumes 

- vehicles speeding numbered 1,565 (7.4%) – a 2.0% increase in the proportion of vehicles 

speeding. 

- vehicles open to enforcement action numbered 244 (1.2%) – 0.3% more vehicles open to 

enforcement. 

Again, another disappointing result – an even greater reduction in traffic movements, accompanied by 

increases in the proportion of vehicles speeding and those open to enforcement action. 

Cllr Tim Ford and I moved the speed sign to The Street on 1 May – where it is monitoring traffic 

entering the village from the B1077 crossroads. 

As always,  I am indebted to Tim for his continued support. 

Speeding at the school and along the roads at school times was mentioned. Not so bad in the mornings 

but worse in the afternoons when all the children come out at the same time.  

Note: PC Damion Wicks has left Attleborough and moved to Dereham. Rocklands contact in  

Attleborough is now PC Dion Phillips. 

 

12. To update on Flooding and Rocklands Flooding Working Group (RH) 

Cllr. Harrison read out his report that had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  

The first meeting of the ‘Rocklands Flood Group’ took place on Tuesday 5 March.  14 persons attended. 

I opened the meeting by delivering an updated version of the presentation which I gave at our last 

multi-agency meeting. Three of our local farmers were among the group, and they gave very useful 

insight into water management matters around the Parish.  They also proposed some useful mitigation 

measures that they could carry out. Since the meeting, I have written to the NCC Flood & Water 

Manager – reminding him that the visit offered by an Environment Agency specialist, following the NCC 

team visit, is still outstanding and desperately needed.  
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13. To report on financial matters 

13.1   Approval of accounts 2023/2024 (AGAR Form 2, PKF Littlejohn, External auditors.) 

The end of the financial year was 31 March. The Clerk had prepared the end of year 

accounts and completed the annual return (AGAR) for the external auditor (PKF 

Littlejohn). The AGAR (Form 2) had been circulated to the councillors prior to the 

meeting for reference. 

13.1.1  Certificate of Exemption from limited assurance review (p3) (<£25,000 gross income) 

The Clerk explained that because both gross income and expenditure were less than 

£25,000, Rocklands Parish Council was eligible to apply for an exemption certificate 

for the year 2023/2024 meaning a limited assurance review would not be carried out 

by the external auditors. There would therefore be no fee charged this year which is 

good news. The Certificate of Exemption was approved by the councillors and signed by 

the chair Cllr. Howie and the Clerk. The Clerk would send the completed/signed form 

(p3) to PKF Littlejohn the external auditors. 

13.1.2 Annual Internal auditor’s report (p4)  

Michaela Canham had carried out the internal audit of the accounts for Rocklands again 

this year and confirmed all accounts are in order (p4). Michaela’s invoice received for 

£35. 

13.1.3  To approve Annual Governance Statement 2023/2024 AGAR Form 2. (p5) 

The Chair read out the 9 governance statements. All councillors agreed with the 

statements and the Chair ticked the YES boxes for statements 1-8. Statement 9 was 

ticked as N/A. The Form (p5) was signed by the chair Cllr. Howie and the Clerk.  

13.1.4   To approve Accounting Statements 2023/2024 AGAR Form 2. (p6) 

Any variances were explained. The councillors all agreed with the accounting 

statements (p6). The Form (p6) was signed by the chair Cllr. Howie.  

13.2 Finances 

13.2.1  Financial position   

Bank account balances on Monday 13 May 2024 

Barclays Community Account      £   10843.58    

Barclays Saver (Reserve) Account     £       341.63       

TOTAL as per bank £  11185.21 

Summary 

RNP Rocklands Neighbourhood Plan/Village Survey   £       200.60 * 

Community Fund        £        635.45 ** 

RPC Rocklands Parish Council      £     10349.16 

        TOTAL as per bank £   11185.21 

  * Original donation from Breckland/Groundworks for £500. 

  ** Community Fund £534.95 now plus £100.50 cash collected at Coronation £635.45 

 

13.2.2 Money in since last meeting (4 March 2024) 

8/4/2024 Breckland Council – Precept 1st payment of 2  £       4250.00 

26/4/2024 Cllr. Howie – Reimbursement paid twice-repaid £           37.07 

          TOTAL IN £    4287.07 

 

      13.2.3 Money out since last meeting (4 March 2024) 

      13.2.3.1 Standing Orders/Direct Debits 

19/3/2024 NPower Electricity (DD)    £           82.32      

2/4/2024 Clerk’s wages (SO) M12    £         329.55  

18/4/2024 NPower Electricity (DD)    £           84.74 

1/5/2024 Clerk’s wages (SO) M1     £         329.55 

        TOTAL OUT £      826.16 
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13.2.3.2 Cheques out (to sign) 

CHQ 819 Zurich Municipal – Annual Insurance 2024-2025 £         264.00 

CHQ 820 K&M Lighting services x2 April/May ’24  £   35.28 

CHQ 821 Information Commissioner GDPR – Annual Regn £           40.00 

CHQ 822 Cllr. Tim Ford – Reimburse Defib. Paed Pads  £          100.74 

CHQ 823 Cllr. David Howie – Reimburse Ink/Paper  £            35.08 

CHQ 824 Clerk Reimb. 6m postage, ink etc. 11/23-05/24 £            72.65  

CHQ825 Michaela Canham – Annual Accounts – Int. audit £            35.00 

        TOTAL OUT £       582.75 

      13.2.4 Insurance renewal 

Insurance with Zurich would have stayed at £241 for the coming year but increasing 

the precept to £8500 means Rocklands have moved into the next band between £7,500 

- £10,000. The policy renewal price has therefore increased to £264.00. Renewed as 

above. Cheque 819. 

 

      13.2.5 Donations to village churches and organisations. 

The Clerk had circulated a summary of previous donations to all councillors. For 

reference, donations made last year for 2023 – 2024 totalled £530 plus an additional 

one-off payment to Little Rockys of £200. It was discussed and it was agreed to 

increase some donations by £20 each this year as shown. So, £80 extra for the year 

2024-2025 totalling £610. Cheques would be prepared for the next meeting in July. 

 

 
 

14.0 To consider planning applications 

14.1 Planning outcomes since last meeting 

3PL/2023/0954/F HOWLETT Kirk Hall farm Barns NR17 1XN, Proposed conversion of 

redundant agricultural barns to 5 new dwellings, including new carports for plots 1, 2, 4 and 5) 

and garden rooms to plots 1 and 2 (288) PERMISSION 

3PL/2024/0075/HOU FROUDE 36 The Street, Proposed rear & side extension. (298) 

PERMISSION 

3PL/2024/0065/HOU PEASGOOD Model Farm Chapel Street NR17 1UJ. Proposed re-location 

of existing access (299) PERMISSION 

3PL/2024/0113/VAR WEBSTER 1 Mount Pleasant Rockland All Saints NR17 1XQ. Variation of 

Condition No2 on 3PL/2023/0724/F - Minor changes to the design to facilitate the use of 

Insulated Concrete Formwork as the primary construction methodology. (300) PERMISSION 

3PL/2024/0228/F CJB Developments. Site on the corner of Mill Lane and Green Lane. Proposed 

single storey dwelling & two bay garage. WITHDRAWN. 

  14.2 Applications pending outcome 

3PL/2023/1197/VAR BECKETT Eden Meadow Riding Centre Sandy Lane NR17 1EN. Variation 

of Condition No 7 on 3PL/1990/1565/F - transfer of business occupancy from Honeypot Hall 

& annexe Honeycomb Lodge to Woodland Lodge. (295) 

 

DONATIONS 2022-2023 INCREASE 2023-2024 INCREASE 2024-2025

ALL SAINTS PCC (Churchyard) £85.00 £15.00 £100.00 20 120

ST PETERS PCC (Churchyard) £85.00 £15.00 £100.00 20 120

ROCKLANDS PLAYING FIELDS (Playground) £120.00 £10.00 £130.00 20 150

ROCKLANDS VILLAGE HALL (Maintenance) £120.00 £10.00 £130.00 20 150

MID NORFOLK METHODIST CHURCH (Churchyard) £70.00 £0.00 £70.00 0 70

£480.00 £50.00 £530.00 £80.00 £610.00

ROCKLANDER (ONE OFF PAYMENT) £200.00

£680.00

LITTLE ROCKYS (ONE OFF PAYMENT) 200

£730.00



 
Signed  .................................................................................  Date  .................................... 
   

 

14.3 New applications since last meeting 

3PL/2023/1016/F TWENTY55 HOMES LTD (DEVLIN) Rookery Farm Watton Road NR17 

1LB, Demolition of poultry shed and erection of five detached dwellings. Construction of new 

access road to Watton Road. (291,296,303) REVISED 

This application was discussed and it was agreed this was still too close to Anchor corner, there 

were still concerns, Highways were still objecting, therefore it was agreed that the comments 

and numerous objections raised by Rocklands Parish Council at previous meetings and already 

submitted to the Breckland Planning website would still stand. The Clerk would post a comment 

to this effect via the Breckland Planning Portal. OBJECTION. 

3PL/2024/0403/HOU McCLURE Cottage Farm, The Barn Bell Road, Erection of rear single 

storey extension, insertion of rooflight to rear roof slope and alteration of existing side 

window to door opening (304) 

Original application was refused. The applicant has taken note of the reasons for refusal. This 

new application is to extend the house at the rear. All councillors agreed they had NO 

OBJECTION. 

  14.4 Appeals 

APP/F2605/W/24/3336843 TUBBY Land North of Bell Road, Proposed 1no. equestrian 

dwelling with cart lodge, stables and paddocks. Application REF: 3PL/2023/0702/F (302) 

This was discussed and it was agreed, nothing has changed so the Parish Council’s objections to 

the original application stand firmly as before.  No other representations required. The Clerk 

would post a comment to this effect on the Appeals Portal 

 

15.0 To update on Breckland Council’s Local Plan (LP) – (RH) 

Cllr. Harrison read out his report that had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. It had 

been encouraging that ~120 people had turned up to the Parish Council meeting held to discuss this. 

As we still haven’t been contacted by  Breckland Council’s consultants – who have been appointed to 

review the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for the emerging new Local Plan – I have again contacted 

the Planning Policy Manager for expected timescales. 

Under ’Local Plan Review / Local Plan Full Update’ on the Breckland Planning Policy web pages, under 

’Consultation description’ is the statement ‟All comments will be made available to view on the Councils 

website”.  As discussed at our last PC meeting, and with our District Councillor Sarah Suggitt at the 

time, this is still not the case.  Instead, under ’What you’ve told us’, is a ‟..a summary of the views 

shared so far during consultation..”.  It is still not possible to see ‟All comments..”.  There is also the 

aspiration ‟The Council would like to continue a transparent and open discussion”.  Unfortunately, the 

inability to see the comments of others means that this aspiration is not met. 

We await the next stage in the new Local Plan consultation process – the “Preferred Options” 

consultation.  As I write, a decision by Breckland Cabinet has just been published that resolves ‟..that 

the Draft Plan included at Appendix 1 of the report be agreed and published for consultation for a 

period of at least 6 weeks.” 

The next phase of consultation would appear to be soon, therefore. 

Cllr. Leslie said perhaps need an informal chat in a few weeks’ time after documents digested. 

 

16.0 To update on the Rocklands Neighbourhood Plan (RNP) – (PL)  

New RNP group set up has 7 members. A first meeting has been held. Have been through some of the 

old paperwork. Need valid, up to date information to proceed with so will need to redo the 

Questionnaire. Template for questionnaire almost complete. Next meeting will be late May/early June. 

Don’t want it to be prolonged – so just before the holiday season or just after. Would like to have a 

summary of responses to the survey by the end of the year. Write up RNP by next year.  

Cllr, Harrison said need to consider current planning law and changes and developments. 

The offer of NP training with NPTS still stands if/when required. 
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17.0 To discuss any correspondence. No correspondence. 

 

18.0 AOB – To receive items for the next agenda.  

Trees. Cllr. Buckland reported that UK Power Networks had trimmed some trees and left the cuttings 

in the verge. Also need to contact Mrs Firman to ask her to check her trees and overhanging branches 

to make safe. Cllr. Howie offered to call Mrs Firman. Noted that Bill Lister cuts to the right. 

Tree in Green Lane needs cutting. UK Power Networks have not yet attended. 

 Grass at Wayland Road. Cllr. Buckland will contact Marcus who has cut the grass previously. 

Glass bottles/fire hazard. Cllr. Buckland will speak to Martha who lives in the house. 

Dog Poo bin location. At St. Andrews where there are the remains of the church, there is a footpath 

with an opening opposite where the council could park to empty it. Mr. Howlett had previously been 

happy with this location a while back Cllr. Ford would check. 

Green Lane. The subject of the surface is Green Lane is ongoing. The residents do not want any surface 

materials put down due to the dust it causes. Cllr. Howie confirmed that anything done had been done 

with good intentions. Really not sure what the answer is. Will be an agenda item at the July meeting. 
 

19.0 To confirm date of next Meeting as – Monday 1 July 2024 at 7pm in Rocklands Village Hall.     
 

The meeting closed at 21:18 
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